BELGIUM, HOLLAND JXD SWITZERLAND

most positively formal assurance that, even in the case of armed con-
flict with Belgium, Germany will under no pretext whatever annex
Belgian territory. Sincerity of this declaration is borne out by fact
that we solemnly pledged our word to Holland strictly to respect her
neutrality. It is obvious that we could not profitably annex Belgian
territory without making at the same time territorial acquisitions at
the expense of Holland.

Reich Foreign Secretary to Prince Lichnowsky,
German Ambassador in London. Bibl. I,
39(f), p. 32.

FOR the Netherlands Government and people the historical memories
and sentimental asseverations in the realm of arts and sciences, of
justice or injustice, do not enter into account, but only political and
military considerations. In general the Dutch have no sympathy for
us, most often, indeed, the contrary. So far as his political attitude
is concerned, sympathy or antipathy leaves the Dutchman completely
cold. He asks rather: How can I retain my independence, and what
party brings me most advantage? from whom can I expect most, both
in the good and in the bad sense of the word? When the great dealers
in early garden produce yielded to England's wishes, it was fear which
administered the decisive blow. Nevertheless, so far as raw materials
are concerned, the Netherlander^ depend largely on Germany, and
this would weigh infinitely more with the Dutch than their Germanic
character, Rembrandt's pictures, and linguistic affinity. From the
political as much as from the economic aspect the Dutch are business
men, and one must speak to them on the politico-economic plane in
a practical manner, without the least sentimentality. For the German
Empire the principle of all negotiations must reside in the know-
ledge of its strength, and it would be absolutely improper to ask the
Dutch for favours, at the same time recalling Rembrandt and history.
In Holland that would be regarded as a sign of weakness. Germany
has certainly a very great interest in maintaining good relations with
Holland. But it is no less true that in regard to us they must not
lose sight of the fact that Germany is a power which can give, or
withhold, just as much as England.

COUNT ERNST zu REVENTLOW.    1914.    Bibl. I, 39 (f),
PP- 33 ff-

... In a struggle which has lasted for nearly a century, the Flemings
have displayed their unconquerable will to maintain their national
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